
 
March 6, 2018 6:00 p.m. 

 
Attendance: John Hanna, Jim Sibona, Deb Miville, Barbara Davis, Kevin Lane, Meghan Hanna 
 
Guests: Heather Rainier 
 
Meeting was called to order by John Hanna at 6:07 p.m. 
 
*From now on, monthly meetings will go back to a 6:30 p.m. start time.  
 
Meeting Minutes:  
Jim Sibona motioned to approve the meeting minutes from February 6, 2017, as amended. 
Deb Miville seconded, four voted in favor, and two abstained. Motion passed.  
 
Librarian’s Report (Heather Rainier): 
• Volunteer Coordinator: The search continues for a volunteer coordinator. 
• Hooksett Library bags: As follow-up to last month’s discussion about the Friends potentially 
buying reusable bags (with our logo) to sell, the prices we have found to date are cost 
prohibitive. They fall into the $6.50 – $7.50/bag range. Heather noted that when the library 
purchased reusable bags back in 2012, they cost around $2.00/bag and were sold for $3.00/bag.  
We will continue to look for better prices.  
• Hot Books Update: The Hot Books remain on a temporary cart that seems to be working well 
for now.  
 
Easter Basket Committee: 
• Six Easter Baskets are currently on display in the lobby, though some will be moving to the 
front desk. They will be displayed (and tickets will be sold) until the drawing at the Easter Egg 
Hunt on March 24, 2018. 
• To date, approximately $125 in tickets have been sold, with “Six tickets for $5” being the most 
popular option. (They are also selling for $1/ticket, and 30 for $20.)  
• Lindt Chocolate has also generously donated a chocolate gift basket valued at $100, but it will 
not be ready for pickup until Monday, March 19th. We will not know the contents of the basket 
until we pick it up. As discussed at the meeting, if it is filled with Easter candy, we will add it to 
the Egg Hunt raffle and sell tickets the week leading up to the drawing. If it is a generic 
chocolate basket, we will wait and raffle it off at the Mother’s Day Tea.  
• We have received two additional donations since the baskets were finalized, including a $20 
gift card to the Christmas Tree Shop and two passes to the Cinemagic Movie Theater. It was 
decided that we would raffle the Cinemagic passes at the Touch-a-Truck event (along with water 
table.) The gift card will be saved for a future purpose.  



• We also have a 12-inch chocolate bunny (he’s reading a book!) that we will be raffling off to a 
child at the event. Each child will receive one free ticket, and the Easter Bunny will draw the 
winner.  
 
• We have just received email confirmation from American Girl Doll that they will be donating a 
doll to the FoHL. It should arrive in the next 6-8 weeks. As discussed at the meeting, this would 
be a great item to raffle at the annual Christmas Party. We could sell tickets during the annual 
Book Sale in November and in the weeks leading up to the Christmas Party.  
 
Membership Renewal Committee:  
• Second notices will go out in the next few weeks for those who have not responded to the 
original renewal letter. Additionally, fourteen Friends will receive their “first” notice/annual 
renewal letter this month as well.  
• It was decided that this round of letters will also include a self-addressed envelope to see if this 
will lead to an increase in membership renewals.  
 
• Bear Paw Bug Works: The event was held last week, with maybe 40-50 in attendance. The 
Friends sold $40 in Easter Basket raffle tickets and signed up one new Affinity member.  
 
Upcoming Events:  
• Easter Egg Hunt (March 24, 2018): We will need volunteers to sell tickets, and a volunteer to 
coordinate the children’s chocolate bunny raffle. Ideally, two people are needed to run the photo 
booth, with additional volunteers to help in the craft room. The event runs from 9:30 a.m. – 
11:30 a.m., but volunteers should plan on 9:00 a.m. – noon-ish. It was decided that we won’t 
have an Affinity table at the Easter Egg Hunt because we don’t want to have too many “asks” at 
one event (and we’re already selling raffle tickets.) 
• Bear Paws Raptor Rapture (April 7, 2018): We will have an Affinity and membership table 
and will need volunteers to run this.  
• Bear Paws Wildlife Encounters (May 5, 2018): This event will definitely have a photo booth 
(where kids & families can get their photo taken with an animal), so we will need volunteers to 
run the booth.  
• Mother’s Day Tea: May 12, 2018 
• Touch-a-Truck: June 23, 2018 
 
New Business/New Fundraising Ideas:  
• Cornhole Tournament: All agree this would be a great event because it’s different and 
because it targets adults (versus kids & families). There is a gentleman in Pembroke who 
creates/paints cornhole boards and sells them 2/$100. We could order FoHL boards for the event, 
and then raffle them off at the end.  
• Yankee Candle: The Yankee Candle Company has reached out to us to see if we would like to 
do a fundraiser with them. (At this time, the PTA does not do a Yankee Candle fundraiser, so we 
would not be in competition with them.) The profit per candle is estimated to be 40%, and it 
looks like we could do an online sale or buy candles upfront and sell them at the library with a 
customized label. It was decided that more information is needed before we agree to it or rule it 
out. This idea has been tabled for the future.  



• Antiques Roadshow 
• Mini Golf Event 
 
• A shared Google document/folder will be created to house fundraising ideas and/or research 
into these ideas.  
• Advocacy: A part-time cleaning position/custodian position (which is desperately needed) has 
been added to the Hooksett Town Budget, to be voted on next Tuesday, March 13. We will post 
something on Facebook to the effect of “A vote for the budget is a vote for the library!” 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
 
 
 


